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Studying abroad for the first time can seem overwhelming and no one knows that better than we do. 
Now add in a brand-spanking-new language and getting over the hurdle of language barriers. Yeesh! 
That’s why we scoured our expert articles directory to come up with a comprehensive resource of the 
best tips for learning a language abroad.

Language study abroad is more than just your run-of-the-mill international program. You’re there to 
learn new language and grammar, but you’re also there to learn about yourself, about your host culture, 
and about the world at large. You’re going to work hard, play hard, and explore far and wide. It won’t be 
easy, but we think you’re up to the task. 

So, ask yourself:
• Are you ready for foreign language study abroad?
• What are your first steps? How do you make the most of this experience?
• What level of language proficieny should you already be at? Etc.

The list of questions to ask before preparing to study a language abroad just gets longer and longer the 
more you think about it. But, we’ve already thought about it. In fact, at GoAbroad we’ve thought about it 
for 20+ years in the field, and we’ve learned a thing or two in all that time.

As part of GoAbroad’s mission to provide the best and most comprehensive resources for meaningful 
travelers, our writers share their best language study abroad tips every step of the way. They’re the 
experts with real experience and all the best info on how and when to apply, the best possible program 
options for you, which languages are the most lucrative to learn, and anything you might need to know. 
So, now you can go out into the world and really soak it all in! 

After intermittent volunteer stints in South Africa, Guatemala, and India, 
Niki Kraska decided to quit her job in the U.S. to pursue a life of full time 
international volunteering and writing. She uses her experience working in 
non-profits to volunteer wherever her heart leads her and plans to pursue an 
international master’s program to further her impact, because, Ubuntu.

Language-addict, surfing the sea (and the air) looking for new adventures or 
surfing the net looking for the next addicting episode of a TV show. Chiara 
Lodi just wants to take a bite of local food in every country and hear people 
chatting in thousands of different languages.

Dominic Fusco has studied abroad in India, worked for GoAbroad’s content 
team in the Philippines, travelled throughout Europe and Asia as a freelance 
writer, and collaborated with ESL students from all over the world. He now 
lives in New York City and works in international relations media.

Kendall Dick is a travel junkie, sustainability activist, nutrition guru, per-
sonal chef, writer, and missionary. She studied nutrition communication at 
Arizona State University and is currently living in Michigan. Kendall has 
traveled to Australia, Europe, and Africa.

Rebecca Murphy’s desire to experience the world began as a young child 
during her first viewing of The Sound of Music. Four languages, 17 countries, 
and two misadventures to Maria’s Meadow later, Rebecca now fills her time 
writing about and marketing amazing places all over the world. Her travel 
experiences include studying abroad in Austria and Argentina, as well as 
backpacking Europe. When not talking up meaningful travel, she can be 
found playing the piccolo, enjoying the great outdoors of her Vermont home, 
and planning theme parties.

mailto:erin.oppenheim%40goabroad.com?subject=Partnering%20on%20GoAbroad%27s%20Inclusivity%20Initiative
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Why is it 
Important to 
Learn a Foreign 
Language?
By Kendall Dick

The advantages of learning foreign languages are 
mushrooming as the world becomes 
increasingly globalized and bilingualism is now 
perhaps the most useful real world skill to ever 
exist, rather than just being a nifty party trick. If 
you’re thinking about making the effort to learn a 
foreign language rather than expecting the world 
to accommodate your monolingualism, you are a 
rare breed indeed. Blossoming into the impressive 
polyglot you aspire to be is 100% feasible with the 
right approach and mindset.

Foreign language study is all about learning how 
to truly communicate and connect with others—an 
incredibly important life skill that can only be 
cultivated by interacting with people. When you 
master a foreign language, you can exercise your 
new superhuman power of being able to 
understand what someone is saying, recall the 
proper vocab and grammar, put that vocab and 
grammar into the proper context, and reply back—
all on the spot and in a timely manner. You’ve 
connected. And that is what it’s all about.

Why?

So, why is it important to learn a foreign 
language? Basically, the advantages of learning 
foreign languages have the ability to set you up 
for success in nearly every aspect of your life 
(NBD). Check out these seven reasons to study a 
foreign language:

1. Learning a foreign language is sexy

With its warmth and voluptuous sounds, hearing 
someone speaking a foreign language is like the 
sound of gold coming to embrace you. Speaking 
a foreign language is incredibly sexy and it can 
make you more attractive, interesting, and gives 
you an air of intelligence. A lot of people find a 
certain language or accent to be really sexy—
think Penélope Cruz’s Spanish or Monica 
Bellucci’s Italian—you get the picture. 

Learn a foreign language and you might just 
have that certain someone hypnotized and 
drawn to your exotic prowess. Some of the more 
romantic languages like, Spanish, the language 
of undying love containing rhythm that can 
make any person swoon, or suave French that is 
soft as silk and feels as warm as a lover’s stroke, 
and Italian that massages your ears into ecstasy. 
But really, the rich textures of almost any foreign 
language can be incredibly sexy.

2. Travel becomes cheaper and easier 
when you learn a foreign language

It’s 10 p.m. You just got off a 14-hour flight and all 
you want to do is fall face-first into your pillow. If 
you are solely armed with a smattering of 
navigational terms in the local language, finding 
your place to crash could turn into a painfully 
slow process. Without the right lingo, you are 
limited to expensive or slower options. So you 
save yourself some time, money, and grief when 
you learn a foreign language. Just as a few key 
phrases will make transportation that much 
faster and cheaper, and the same is true for 
choosing a place to stay. This means lower rates 
and a better (even more authentic) experience. 

Oh, and the food. When you learn a foreign 
language, you don’t need to be Anthony Bourdain 
to find the best local grub. You can ask around for 
yourself. This valuable intel will usually lead you 
to far tastier and cheaper fare than any tourism 
board or guidebook ever could.

3. Learning a foreign language opens 
up a world of job opportunities

It’s no secret that learning a foreign language 
can improve your employment prospects. More 
companies than ever are doing business in 
several—often dozens of—countries around the 
world, but they can’t do it without hiring people 
who have a grasp on at least one foreign 
language. Even in small, local companies, 
chances are that the ability to speak a second 
language will set you apart.

But, it’s not just about padding your resume. 
With globalization in full swing, there’s a good 
chance you’ll be working with people whose first 
language isn’t English. Maybe it’s a development 
team in India, or a manufacturing plant in China, 
or an alternative energy supplier in Germany. 
Being able to communicate in other languages 
makes you much more valuable to an employer 
and having that competitive edge on your 
resume is without a doubt an eye-catcher.

4. Foreign language study grows 
your brain

Studies have demonstrated the cognitive 
benefits of learning another language, no 
matter how old you are. These studies have 
shown that bilinguals tend to have bigger brains, 
better memories, are more creative, better 
problem solvers, etc. Not only do these 
advantages make it easier to learn yet more 
languages, they also make it easier to learn, well, 
anything. The ability to quickly switch between 
tasks is especially important in today’s busy 
multitasking world. Bilinguals can switch 
between tasks much faster than their 
monolingual counterparts and can handle 
many more tasks at once.  

5. Form meaningful friendships when 
you study a foreign language

Meeting new and interesting people and 
developing lifelong friendships are certainly 
objectives well worth aspiring for, and 
learning another language is a sure way to 
expedite that process. Language helps express 
our feelings, desires, and connect with other 
humans around us and forms meaningful 
relationships. Speaking a foreign language 
not only opens up a massive pool of potential 
friends, but it also acts as an instant common 
denominator when you meet native speakers.... 

KEEP READING FOR THE FULL LIST

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/why-is-it-important-to-learn-a-foreign-language?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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The World’s 10 
Best Countries 
for Foreign 
Language Study
GoAbroad Official Travel Report 2018

If it’s your dream to throw tomatoes during La 
Tomatina in Valencia or order churros like a pro, 
but all you can say is, “¿Dónde está la 
biblioteca?”, don’t throw in the towel just yet. 
Even if your foreign language skills have gone 
soft after years of neglect or you never really 
learned 
anything in your high school French/Spanish/
German/Mandarin class, there’s always time to 
learn (or relearn) the talk with foreign language 
study. 

If you’re tired of language apps, why not try 
another angle? Some of the best language 
programs can be found in the country where 
the language originates; it makes perfect sense 
to study Japanese in Japan rather than on your 
iPhone (sorry Duolingo). Beyond the whole slew 
of benefits from immersion, another great perk is 
that during intensive language programs abroad, 
you get facetime IRL with locals and other 
internationals who are also passionate about 
learning or teaching your chosen tongue. 

If you really want to understand and utilize a 
language like the locals, you have to like it so 
much that you’re prepared to undertake some 
intensive language learning. This becomes much 
easier if you spend time immersing yourself in 
a place where the language is spoken. You won’t 
be able to escape it at the supermarket, on the 
bus, or on the streets, and you’ll have to learn it 
to 
survive/understand what’s going on around you.

Still confused about where to study? Look no 
further! Here are the most popular countries 
for foreign language study according to our 
fabulous users.

1. South Korea

Do you wish you could read an entire restaurant 
menu written in Korean so you can stop ordering 
just kimchi? There’s a whole wide world of 
Korean cuisine to explore if you know the 
language. The best place to study Korean is the 
mother country itself, so why not sign up for 
one of the language schools in Seoul, Busan, 
or Gyeongsan? 

2. Cuba

Cuba is one of the hottest travel destinations 
today, so why not pick up a little Spanish while 
you’re there? Language schools in Cuba can be as 
formal or informal as you like. Choose from 
language immersion courses at cozy family 
homes or in quaint school buildings. After hours, 
practice what you’ve learned by ordering a 
mojito en español at the bars and beaches in 
Havana, Santiago de Cuba, and Trinidad. Don’t 
forget to bring your dancing shoes, too—those 
Havana nights are no joke, and provide the 
perfect time to practice your Spanish with that 
cute local.

3. Japan

Are you ready to stop reading the English 
subtitles of your favorite anime? Don’t be 
intimidated by kanji, hiragana and katakana 
anymore! Take your language learning abroad 
and study Japanese in Japan! Japan’s top 
foreign language schools are usually located 
in the big cities like Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka. 
If you’re really feeling adventurous, head to the 
smaller towns, where locals hardly speak 
English and you’ll have to use Japanese—and 
only Japanese—to communicate. Your future 
self will thank you when you come home fluent!

4. China

Looking to stand out in the international job 
market? Learning Chinese will help you forge 
ahead in international trade and business, as 
China is one of the leading economies in the 
world right now. Build your fluency with the best 
language schools in traditional Beijing, 
cosmopolitan Shanghai, and East-meets-West 
Hong Kong.The most popular dialects in China 
are Mandarin (the national standard), Wu (often 
used in and around Shanghai), and Cantonese 
(common in southern China and Hong Kong). 
Pick your homebase and have it your way!

5. Switzerland

Make a beeline for Switzerland to acquaint 
yourself with “the mother lode” of Western 
European languages. Because of its location in 
the heart of Europe, it has four national tongues: 
German, French, Italian, and Romansh. Study 
German with top language programs in world 
financial center, Zurich, or French language 
courses in peace capital, Geneva. If you want 
to sign up for Italian language study programs, 
head to Lugano on the Swiss Riviera.   

6. Norway

If you want to learn a language abroad, why 
not pick Norwegian? The Land of the Midnight 
Sun is home to three main languages: Bokmål, 
Nynorsk, and Sami. If you’ve had your fill of the 
ski slope, language schools in Norway are the 
perfect place to immerse yourself in the land of 
trolls, dragons, and Vikings. Polish off your 
Norwegian accent during classes in popular 
cities like Oslo, Bergen, or Tromso. If you’re up to 
the challenge, you can learn other Scandinavian 
languages while you’re there, like Danish and 
Swedish. Do you have heaps of hygge in your 
future? The forecast looks bright!

7. France

French is one of the most popular spoken 
languages in the world, so why not study it in 
the source? Pick up an authentic French accent 
at language schools all over France. Study while 
eating baguettes in Paris, soaking up the sun 
along the French Riviera, over a glass of 
Bordeaux in wine country, or après-ski in alpine 
villages. Foreign language study in France is like 
something out of a movie. A really, really good 
one that you’d see again and again.

CONTINUE READING THE FULL LIST

https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/south-korea/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/cuba/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/japan/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/china/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/switzerland/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/norway/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad/search/france/language-programs-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/best-places-foreign-language-study-worldwide-2018?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/best-places-foreign-language-study-worldwide-2018?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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Top Notch Language Courses 
for (Almost) Every Language
By Dominic Fusco

In today’s international landscape, knowing 
multiple languages is a must. For most of the 
globe this means, rather straightforwardly, 
learning English as a second language during 
your school years. For most native English 
speakers, however, it means making a point of 
developing the skill totally on your own. 
Because, honestly, that Spanish 101 class just 
is not going to cut it.

Let’s be frank — if you speak English, most 
places you go in the world as a traveler, you’ll be 
fine. You’ll miss out on some majorly rewarding 
parts of the journey, i.e conversing with locals, 
but you’ll get by easily enough on the fly.

The same can’t be said, though, if you plan on 
living abroad for an extended period of time. 
Studying, working, interning, teaching — all of 
these demand a greater level of integration and 
more dynamic interactions with the people of 
your host country. English and a few broken 
phrases in the local tongue won’t work out well 
in the long-run.

This is your new go-to list for 
language courses

While we’d love to learn them all, we opted 
instead to give you a headstart on language 
courses abroad for 10 of the world’s most popular 
languages. Have a request for info about a 
language not listed here? Get in touch!

1. English
Let’s begin with the basics. English is our 
modern day lingua franca. While it’s spoken as a 
first language only in a few countries—primarily 
in North America, Oceania, and the British Isles—
its widespread application as a second language 
makes it vital to internationally-oriented 
individuals all over the globe. Simply put, the 
most useful language to know in the world right 
now is English.

Top notch English language courses: 
International Programs & Eurocentres

2. Mandarin Chinese
Mandarin Chinese is the only language in the 
world spoken by more people than English. 
While this used to be traceable to the sheer 
size of the Chinese nation, that’s no longer the 
case. China’s footprint has grown exponentially 
beyond its borders, with Chinese expats at the 
forefront living abroad. Chinese is difficult—most 
notably feared for its thousands of intricate 
characters in place of a standard alphabet—but 
well worth the efforts of a devoted student.

Top notch Chinese language courses: 
Go Abroad China & Hutong School

3. Spanish
The most enticing part of learning the 
Spanish language is that you’ll be able to use it 
all throughout the continental Americas, barring 
only a select few countries such as Brazil, 
Canada, and the United States. And that entire 
region of Latin America, of course, is also in 
addition to Spain itself. Not a bad list of target 
destinations. If your native tongue is European 
in origin, Spanish won’t be too difficult to acquire 
as a second language.

Top notch Spanish language courses:
Euroace & Maximo Nivel

4. French
Apart from being arguably the smoothest 
sounding language on the planet, French is 
extremely useful as well. Like Spanish, French 
is spoken widely across the world. The largest 
Francophone diaspora outside of France itself is 
spread across West and Central Africa; there are 
hundreds of millions of students in this region 
that learn French as a second language rather 
than English.

Top notch French language courses: 
LSF & Passeport pour les langues

5. Arabic
From the Atlantic coast of Africa in the west to 
the Persian Gulf in the East, Arabic is spoken 
across dozens of countries and by hundreds of 
millions of people today. The liturgical language 
of the Islamic world, Arabic is the gateway to a 
immersion in a broad sect of human history and 
culture often cast as impenetrable by those alien 
to it. Arabic is at once beautiful, challenging, and 
exceedingly useful in our modern world.

Top notch Arabic language courses: 
Lankey & AUB

https://www.goabroad.com/providers/international-programs#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/eurocentres#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/go-abroad-china-ltd#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/hutong-school#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/euroace/programs/spanish-language-courses-in-valencia-with-euroace-66503?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/maximo-nivel#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/lsf#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/passeport-pour-les-langues-french-summer-classes#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/lankey/programs/french-and-arabic-summer-study-at-lankey-130047?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/american-university-of-beirut/programs/aub-summer-arabic-programs-44383?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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6. Russian
Russian is the sixth of the official U.N. languag-
es, and the least-widely spoken after the 
previous five just mentioned. This is perhaps 
why it too-often goes overlooked by 
second-language learners. Russia is a great 
civilization, a vast nation, and one of the most 
influential countries in the world today. While 
confined in use to the geographic region 
surrounding the country itself, Russian’s 
importance as an international language 
should not be overlooked.

Top notch Russian language courses: 
Russian Language School & Liden & Denz

7. German
Like Russian, German’s native usage is confined 
to one continuous geographical region, that 
being the heartland of Europe. Also similar to 
Russian, German’s usefulness in international 
business and politics — as well as among a 
sizeable global diaspora — makes it a highly 
valuable language to learn. German stems from 
the same language family as English, so can be 
a fascinating one to study for Anglophiles.

Top notch German language courses: 
ih Heidelberg - Collegium Palatin  & German 
Language School in Berlin

8. Hindi
Hindi is the third-most spoken language in the 
world after English and Mandarin. It’s usefulness 
beyond India, however, is limited by a singular 
fact; Indian students are taught in English, and 
so educated Indians are more often than not 
already fluent in our world’s lingua franca. 
If you plan on living in India for an extended 
time, though, then learning Hindi or one of the 
country’s other broadly spoken languages 
(Bengali or Punjabi, for example) is a must.

Top notch Hindi language courses: 
Knowledge Must & Language Vacation

9. Japanese
Despite the obvious perk of gaining inside access 
into Japan’s unique and exciting country and 
culture, learning Japanese is also an extremely 
valuable skill within international relations and 
business. Japan boasts the world’s third-largest 
economy and is a majorly influential country 
abroad in many sectors; the language is difficult 
for Western speakers to acquire, but worth the 
struggle for all these reasons.

Top notch Japanese language courses: 
KCP International Japanese Language School  & 
Hokkaido Japanese Language School

10. Portuguese
Undervalued as a global language, Portuguese is 
actually spoken fairly broadly outside its nation 
of origin—a legacy of Portugal’s early colonial 
activity abroad. From Brazil to southern Africa 
and beyond, you’ll find Lusophones in pockets 
all over the world. Portuguese is a Romance 
language, so it will be fairly easily acquired by 
speakers of other south and western European 
dialects.

Top notch Portuguese language courses: 
Iberlínguas & Languages Abroad

One final tip for language courses

The key to acquiring a language is immersion, 
immersion, immersion. If you are planning on 
enrolling in a language course abroad, then make 
the commitment and do it the right way. You 
won’t get there in six months, or a year. Real 
fluency requires multiple years of classroom 
time in addition to regular reading, writing, and 
conversation. Travel to a country where your 
target language is spoken, and commit to living 
there for an extended period of time. After an 
adjustment period, you’ll feel right at home.

Choosing the 
Right Language 
School Abroad
By Rebecca Murphy

Let’s jump right into the e GoAbroad step by 
step guide to choosing the best foreign 
language schools:

1. Identify your goals

Most people who are hunting for foreign 
language schools abroad share the same goal: to 
become fluent in another language. Fantastique! 
What are some of your other, more personal or 
professional goals, though? Perhaps you want 
to become more independent and responsible, 
and think stepping outside of your comfort 
zone will help. Or maybe you’re already super 
independent and self-sufficient, and just want to 
focus on traveling and having great adventures 
while learning another language. Whatever 
your goals are, make sure they are jotted down 
somewhere before choosing a program so you’re 
not disappointed after!

2. Decide on a program type

The sky’s the limit when it comes to the types 
of foreign language schools and programs 
available. 

There is no wrong way to learn a 
language (unless you’re only speaking your 
native language and wondering why you’re not 
learning anything), so do your research and 
pick the program and language schools based 
on your goals, schedule, lifestyle type, and 
financial situation.

Study abroad
Most language-learners take the route of 
participating in a study abroad program for a 
summer, semester, or year. Doing a program 
with classes and a homestay already set up for 
you has a ton of benefits, plus having fellow 
students around your age means an instant 
support system (and built-in travel buddies).

Private language school
Another popular option is just to take 
classes directly at a private language school. 
Most cities around the world are littered with 
foreign language schools, and they focus on 
providing more or less crash courses in the local 
language. Fluency is the name of the game here, 
so be prepared to spend several hours every day 
in the classroom drilling down grammar and 
vocab.

https://www.goabroad.com/providers/derzhavin-institute/programs/russian-language-school-16666?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/liden-denz-intercultural-institute-of-languages-st-petersburg-moscow-and-riga/programs/russian-with-passion-liden-denz-134722?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/ih-heidelberg-collegium-palatinum/programs/german-language-courses-at-ih-heidelberg-collegium-palatin-60963?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/eurocentres/programs/german-language-school-in-berlin-119902?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/eurocentres/programs/german-language-school-in-berlin-119902?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/knowledge-must#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/language-vacation/programs/hindi-language-course-and-immersion-in-new-delhi-india-92712?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/kcp-international-japanese-language-school#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/hokkaido-japanese-language-school#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/iberl-nguas#programs/0/7?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/providers/languages-abroad/programs/live-learn-portuguese-in-lisbon-135157?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/study-abroad?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/language-study-abroad?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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3. Choose the location

Now the fun part! Where in the world are you 
going to go? For certain languages, the options 
can be pretty limited...you wouldn’t go anywhere 
but Norway to learn Norwegian, right? For most 
languages, though, you will have tons of options 
on where to go and how long to stay. If you’re 
trying to learn a popular language like Spanish, 
think back to what your goals are and which 
region will help you best accomplish them. 
When you have the choice between Spain and 
pretty much all of Central and South America, 
it’s ok to be picky!

Don’t be afraid to think outside the box on this at 
the same time...just because France is where the 
French language originated and the go-to choice 
for most doesn’t mean it’s the only place to learn 
it! Usually picking a country that is a bit less 
obvious will give you a better language-learning 
opportunity and oftentimes allow you to pick up 
a third or fourth language without trying! Why go 
to Italy to learn Italian when you can pick 
Switzerland and study Italian, German, French, 
and Romansch at the same time?

4. Finalize the deets: duration & cost

When it comes to learning a foreign language 
abroad, we have one piece of advice: stay for as 
LONG as you can. Trust us...not only are you sure 
to fall in love with your host country and never 
want to leave, but if you want to really learn a 
language, you have to give yourself time. Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, and neither was the 
spread of the Italian language! A week or even 
a month just won’t cut it when it comes to 
language-learning (although something is 
always better than nothing), so if you have the 
option to go for a semester or year, DO IT.

There are price benefits that come with staying 
for longer, too! Why pay a few thousand dollars to 
study at a language school for two weeks when 
you can pay a little bit more to stay for an entire 
semester? The significant price breaks can come 
into play when you go from a semester to a year...
do your research and calculate what’s really 
worth it! 

Beware: Red flags at language schools

There is a common saying when it comes to 
meaningful travel: “Not all programs are created 
equal.” This is especially true for foreign 
language schools abroad, and there are a number 
of red flags, or “oh-no-nos” to look out for when 
selecting your program:

Cost
Is the program significantly more expensive 
than other ones in the area and you can’t seem 
to figure out why? Don’t be tricked by the fancy 
websites/Instagram accounts and over-the-top 
testimonials – these companies are usually just 
looking to profit off of foreigners or first-time 
travelers who didn’t do their research. The cost 
for a language school or even a full study abroad 
program should not be bank-breaking 
expensive...you’re there to learn how to read and 
write, not skydive! 

Schedule
Does the program feature more out-of-classroom 
time than in-classroom time? Most language 
schools and study programs will build some type 
of immersion into the local community in the 
curriculum, which is super great (and 
necessary!) if you want to become fluent. But, if a 
program seems to fixate on the “excursions” and 
“tours” rather than learning grammar, then look 
elsewhere. You didn’t become fluent in your 
native language by hiking for two weeks and 
only listening to a tour guide speak it, so you 
can’t expect to learn a second language without 
those dreaded grammar classes, either!

In the end, choose the right foreign 
language schools for YOU

At the end of the day, picking a route to learn 
a language is a very personal choice, so select 
what you think will be best for you. How to 
choose the right language school abroad isn’t an 
exact science, so feel it all out! Nobody knows 
you like you do, and with the amount of options 
that are available today, there should be no 
issues finding the perfect language situation. Be 
sure to read reviews, reach out to program 
alumni, and compare programs and foreign 
language schools side-by-side. Then, pack your 
bags! Bon voyage, gute reise, buen viaje, or 
however you want to say it— have an adventure 
of a lifetime!
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How to Prepare for Intensive 
Language Programs Abroad
By  Chiara Lodi 

Some helpful tips to prepare for your big 
language immersion trip:

“Mamma, papà, vado per un mese in Russia””

“Mum, dad, I am going to Russia for a month!”

“Maman, papa, je pars en Russie pour un mois!”

“Мама, папа, я поеду в Россию на месяц!”

Believe me, saying this out loud has been as 
difficult for me as it has been for my parents to 
accept it. It’s never easy to let go of problems and 
insecurities and decide to live in another 
country taking language immersion classes, 
even for a short time. And it’s definitely worth it. 
If you’re learning a foreign language, intensive 
language programs abroad are a step you will 
have to take sooner or later, since most 
people, unfortunately, don't speak as slow as the 
textbook tapes in real life. This means booking 
language courses abroad or organizing the trip 
and all the necessary papers. 
But fear not, we are here to help!

Prep your life abroad & travel  logistics

There is a magical moment after you received 
your full immersion program confirmation when 
you are happy and filled with joy because a new 
adventure is approaching. Afterwards you will 
realize that a few papers must be arranged 
before leaving the country. Allow you some time 
to organize everything—let’s say a month—and 
get things done properly. 

Here are some things to be aware of before 
you get too deep in the swing of 
travel-planning-things.

Can you enter freely the country for the language 
immersion courses that you have chosen or do 
you need a visa?
• Yes, so just skip this section and get to the 

following point
• Nope, so the first section will explain how to 

apply for a visa

How will you cover your basic human needs?
• Housing
• Health
• Food

What else needs to be set up in advance?
• A flight/train/bus/ferry/boat/broomstick, 

possibly back and forth
• A bank account
• A backup of all your data
• Packing proper clothing 
• Phone plan

Prepare for the border

Before anything else, you need to check if you 
are allowed in the country you have chosen for 
your intensive language programs, how you 
can enter that country, and how long you can 
stay there. Phone or email your local consulate, 
check what papers are due and submit them to 
start the process as soon as possible. Usually, 
language schools provide visa support, so don’t 
hesitate to contact them for further questions!

Prep your brain for language 
immersion courses
Before leaving your home country for your full 
immersion program, save some time everyday to 
watch an episode of a TV series, a video, a movie, 
or a gameplay, or set aside time to read a book or 
the news in your target language. Shortly, you’ll 
be forced to understand the target language 
(because you will be literally surrounded by 
it!), so you’d better get used to it! For example, I 
watch an episode of a TV series in one of the 
languages that I am studying every day, and 
I know a ton of folks who learned English by 
watching gameplays or Friends, or by playing 
online videogames daily. See what fits your 
schedule best, but make sure to find something 
that you enjoy doing (or it will be just more 
boring homework).

You need to make the best out of the short time 
you are taking language immersion courses to 
get a handle on the target language. Language 
schools usually provide full immersion courses 
or intensive classes, but you have to be receptive 
and eager to learn. Listed below there are a few 
tips to help getting a handle on the language 
faster. Let us know which one helped you the 
most and how do you think your fluency has 
changed during your intensive full immersion!

Here’s what you need to do: 
• Have a mission
• Plan to never eat alone
• Get a notebook, now
• Decide to minimize hanging out with your 

fellow countrymen
• Fill your first week with tours

GET THE FULL SCOOP ON LANGUAGE 
IMMERSION COURSES HERE

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/how-to-prepare-intensive-language-programs?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/how-to-prepare-intensive-language-programs?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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What the 
Language you 
Learn Abroad 
Says About You
By Niki Kraska

Forget personality tests and fortune-tellers, just 
tell someone where your language study abroad 
program was and they’ll be able to figure out 
enough about you.

Didn’t know you were giving yourself away by 
choosing a specific language? It’s just like telling 
someone your favorite ice-cream flavor (Vanilla 
= plain Jane, double Chocolate = likes to indulge, 
Rocky Road = takes the road less traveled); kind 
of accurate and kind of arbitrary.

French

The second your grade school or high school 
offered French you said “Oui, oui!” But even 
before your first class, you were studying chic 
fashion trends, perfecting a homemade 
croissant, and figuring out the perfect wine and 
cheese pairings (even if you were still too young 
to actually taste it).

You’ve been waiting for the opportunity to rid 
yourself of unrefined peers who can’t pronounce 
pont l’evêque or fromage de meaux (names of 
cheeses for us unrefined people). You’re most 
likely a food snob, or a film snob, maybe just a 
snob snob, but probably a sexy snob. Either way 
studying French in France is the perfect 
opportunity for you to fine-tune your second 
language skills. 

Studying French outside of France you say? Well 
then we think you are just plain cool. There are 
over 50 countries in La Francophonie, and you, 
my friend, must be pretty culturally 
sophisticated to pick a language study abroad 
program that could take you anywhere from 
Senegal to Belgium.

Spanish

Mexico City or Barcelona, it doesn’t matter, 
pragmatic is your middle name. You’re sick of 
getting by with English everywhere and want 
to study a language abroad that’s useful (as in 
second most used language in the world!) and in 
a country that’s not going to cater to your 
English-speaking needs (everything will, in fact, 
be in Spanish).

Or maybe you’re a night owl. You prefer eating 
dinner after 9 p.m., staying out with friends until 
the sun rises, and dragging your feet into class 
tired the next day. Don’t worry, you’ll be fine, 
everyone else will be right there along with you, 
sneaking in chips and salsa between classes for 
fuel.

If you live in or plan to live in the United States, 
then you are simply wise. The U.S. has the 
second largest number of Spanish speakers in 
the world (what up Mexico?!), so no matter what 
field you decide to work in, knowing Spanish will 
be beneficial (and you’ll probably enjoy teasing 
those who chose German or Italian and now have 
gotten rusty with no one to chat with). 

Chinese

You’re a top dog. As the most spoken language in 
the world, you’re drawn by the status of 
being able to talk to the highest number of 
people possible. You probably have dreams of 
being a big-shot business man/woman after 
studying Chinese at a local university who will 
excel in the international world with your 
Chinese speaking ways. 

Or you just really like all the “learn Chinese” 
vocabulary you’ve picked up over the years of 
eating fortune cookies and have finally decided 
the time has come to learn the whole language. 
Who cares that you need to learn at least 3,000 
characters to get a grasp of written Chinese, and 
thousands more to be fluent; that doesn’t deter 
you, you challenge-lover you. 

Arabic

Ambitious! Need I say more? Ok I’ll say more.

You might be a workaholic and enjoy the idea of 
learning a language abroad for learning’s sake. 
From writing backwards to changing the shape 
of letters depending on where they are in the 
word (wait, what?!), you strangely enjoy all the 
extra effort your brain will have to make while 
studying Arabic abroad. Maybe you want 
bragging rights after tackling this beast of a 
language, or a bigger ego, unlike your sissy 
romance language learning friends.

You’re also a trendsetter. Not many westerners 
learn Arabic. You not only are the 
cool-kid-on-the-block, you’re setting yourself up 
as a unique professional in business, economics, 
and more in our globalized workforce through 
learning a language abroad. 

German/Russian/Polish/Hebrew

You’re probably German, Russian, Polish, or 
Israeli respectively. 

You’re proud of your lineage and culture. Your 
grandparents will appreciate you regardless if 
the language is useful in day-to-day life or not. 
You most likely will be purposefully planning 
trips to countries you can put your foreign 
language study to use in order to say “see, I did 
need it!” to those who doubted your choice. 

No matter what language you choose, 
AT LEAST CHOOSE ONE!

What fun is it to live your life speaking one 
language when there are 6,500 languages around 
the world?! Not only is learning a language 
abroad fun and helpful to you as a traveler,
 the benefits span the spectrum. With cultural 
awareness comes language. Impress your 
friends, but more importantly develop 
yourself, as you master the true art of 
language study abroad!

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/language-study-abroad/why-learning-a-language-abroad-is-the-best-bang-for-your-buck?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=LANGUAGESTUDYABROAD
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We want to hear from you! Contact us to share your experience.
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Comprehensive Guide?

interested in sharing your story?

Want to Share our Guide with your Students?
Feel free to add it to your own website or resources: 

http://bit.ly/LanguageStudyAbroadGuide
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For more travel resources, 
check out: 

GoAbroad Articles

For more resources like this, 
take a look at the

GoAbroad Ebook Library

Save and compare 
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