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This could be you! Want to share your own travel tips and tales? Give us a shout!

Interested in joining this initiative? Partner with us!
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Erin Oppenheim is a news and current events junkie, all about that #IntlEd 
life, and is also the funniest person she knows. She just wants to be a guest 
on a podcast— doesn’t matter which one.

Mary Ellen Dingley first knew she wanted to travel the world when she was 
8 years old, staying up past her bedtime to read stories about international 
adventures. She has since worked, volunteered, and studied in five different 
countries, including receiving a Masters from the London School of 
Economics. Mary Ellen currently works in DC at the intersection of 
cultural anthropology, international development, and gender equality. 

Raised in a multicultural family in the colorful Chicago suburbs, Raquel 
Thoesen’s greatest joy is gallivanting around the world, and learning about 
its endless cultures, languages, and foodie treasures. With a degree from 
Arizona State University in hand, Raquel taught English abroad in Germany 
through the Fulbright program. Now she’s back home in the desert 
working at a local peanut butter company, picking up eccentric hobbies 
in her spare time.

Lauren Kubik has popped around the globe since high school graduation 
through 20+ countries. She has studied abroad in Europe, volunteered in 
Ukraine, taught ESL in Korea, backpacked SE Asia, and did a solo trip in 
Iceland. She’s always planning her next adventure on a low budget. Whether 
“home” in the PNW or nomad-ing about, she loves hiking snowy mountains, 
reading on a beach, talking to strangers, and eating questionable street food.

Getting TEFL certified, at home or abroad can seem overwhelming and no one knows that better than 
we do. That’s why we scoured our expert articles directory to come up with a comprehensive resource 
of the best tips for new TEFL teacher trainees.

Your TEFL certification courses is more than just your run-of-the-mill college lecture. You’re there to 
get valuable teaching experience and learn—about yourself, about your host culture (if you’re abroad), 
about your future career path as an ESL teacher, and about the world at large. You’re going to work hard, 
play hard, and explore far and wide. It won’t be easy, but we think you’re up to the task. 

So, ask yourself:

• Are you ready to get TEFL certified?
• What are your first steps? How do you make the most of this experience?
• What are your goals with getting TEFL certified? 

The list of questions to ask before preparing for your TEFL certification course just gets longer and 
longer the more you think about it. But, we’ve already thought about it. In fact, at GoAbroad we’ve 
thought about it for 20+ years in the field, and we’ve learned a thing or two in all that time.

As part of GoAbroad’s mission to provide the best and most comprehensive resources for meaningful 
travelers, our writers share their best TEFL certification tips every step of the way—from which courses 
to take, to the best way to fund your experience, and why you should definitely participate in 
teaching practice. 

They’re the experts with real experience and all the best info on anything and everything you might 
need to know before getting TEFL certified. So you can go out into the world and really soak it all in!

mailto:erin.oppenheim%40goabroad.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20contribute%20to%20African%20American%20Perspectives%20E-book
mailto:erin.oppenheim%40goabroad.com?subject=Partnering%20on%20GoAbroad%27s%20Inclusivity%20Initiative
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Why Do TEFL Courses 
& Get Certified?
By Raquel Thoesen

Thinking of teaching English abroad? You’ve 
probably stumbled upon the legendary “TEFL 
certification” once, twice, thrice, or a bazillion 
times. TEFL is to teaching English abroad as rice 
is to sushi. You can have one without the other, 
but it just won’t taste as good.

Long story short, TEFL (teaching English as a 
foreign language) courses will get you certified 
to instruct the young and old alike in countries 
around the world in English.

Thanks to globalization and the crazy demand 
for English education basically everywhere, TEFL 
jobs abroad are sizzling hot. That’s fantastic news 
for any intrepid adventurer looking to relocate 
abroad, but with the market maturing and 
changing, competition for coveted teaching 
positions is also on the rise.

So, what’s one to do? Maybe you’ve done some 
tutoring, have a college degree, and a good grasp 
of the language in the country that you’re hoping 
to teach. The final touch is to get on those TEFL 
courses and start reaping the benefits of having a 
TEFL certificate.

Spending 120 hours or more learning specific 
English teaching methodology and classroom 
management not only expands your skill set, but 
shows employers that you have some bite behind 
the bark. It’s proof that you can hold your own in 
front of 20 knowledge-hungry students.

While there are countless gigs to teach English 
abroad without certification, a little extra effort 
will go a long way. We’ve got just the tip of the 
iceberg on why it’s probably a good idea to do 
TEFL courses and get certified before taking that 
first step into a classroom abroad!

Increased salary potential

Why do TEFL courses? Think of TEFL courses as 
a financial investment. You’ll dish out a bit more 
up-front compared to those who teach English 
abroad without certification, but over time that 
certification matures into a money tree. The 
cost to take TEFL courses varies by company, 
certification hours, and locations. For example, 
taking the courses at home can be loads cheaper 
than committing to the equivalent on the ground 
abroad, although each comes with its own pack-
age of benefits!

Those extra credentials bring a host of 
advantages, in addition to attracting more higher 
paying jobs around the globe. A certification can 
also help you land TEFL jobs abroad even faster, 
which translates into getting paid sooner and 
making up for potential unemployment during 
your job search. Thinking from an employer’s 
perspective, if given the choice between Ms. 
TEFL and Mr. No TEFL, assuming all other 
experience and background is equal, in whom 
would you rather invest time and money hiring? 
Having the extra education gives you more power 
to negotiate your salary and contract terms.

Do you need TEFL to teach abroad? Technically 
no, but numbers don’t lie!

Access more teaching jobs in 
more countries

Some countries are pickier than others when it 
comes to picking the cream of the English 
teaching crop, and sometimes prefer a minimum 
number of hours in TEFL instruction or 
classroom experience before welcoming you on 
board. Especially in the most popular 
destinations, where salaries are generous and 
competition fierce, employers have the luxury to 
choose their dream candidate. 

A stealthy way to get your foot in any country’s 
English teaching door is to receive your TEFL 
certification on-site. More information on this 
point later, but a lot of the benefits of having a 
TEFL certificate from the country where you 
want to teach have to do with who you know, and 
who those people know! Some may be able to 
teach English abroad without a bachelor’s degree, 
but as competition kicks up, private schools and 
government agencies are amping up their 
expectations to deliver their students the 
best instruction.

You’ll teach more confidently 

If you’ve ever formally taught English as a 
foreign language to a classroom full of students 
who can’t yet communicate with you, raise your 
hand. Unless you’ve lived abroad or have worked 
as a TEFL teacher before, this kind of experience 
is incredibly difficult to come by. Teaching 
English overseas sounds like ponies and 
rainbows, until the first day of class comes and 
you realize you have no idea what you’re 
doing.

Finding TEFL courses embedded with real-life 
teaching opportunities, live instructor feedback, 
and a whole lot of management methods can 
equip you with the necessary tools...

KEEP READING FOR ALL THE 
REASONS YOU SHOULD SIGN UP 

FOR TEFL COURSES

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/why-do-tefl-courses?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/why-do-tefl-courses?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/why-do-tefl-courses?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 
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The World’s 
10 Best Places 
for TEFL 
Certification
GoAbroad Official Travel Report 2018

If you’re planning on teaching English abroad, 
hold up! Have you got TEFL certified yet? No? 
Don’t procrastinate any longer! A TEFL (Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language) or TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) certificate is muy importante when 
it comes to teaching English overseas. Double 
that if you’ve never stepped foot in a classroom 
before! A good TEFL course will explain all the 
gobbledy gook so you can hit the ground running 
when you’re ready to educate!

When it comes to TEFL courses, there are literally 
thousands to choose from so here’s the lowdown. 
If you’re thinking of earning big bucks as a 
teacher abroad, you should look for a TEFL 
certificate of at least 120 hours. It should give you 
the skills to analyze the learning needs of your 
students, manage a classroom, and plan lessons 
efficiently. You should also check whether the 
course is accredited by a reputable organization. 
Good courses also include a classroom 
component where you get to teach real students. 

Now that that’s sorted, where should you go to get 
that elusive TEFL certificate? Where is the best 
place for TEFL training and certification? Should 
you head to Europe? Africa? Asia? The Americas? 
There are just meh places to get certified and 
then there are the top TEFL destinations. 

Skip the legwork and read this list. Brought to 
you by our wonderful community of meaningful 
travelers, here are the best places for 
TEFL certification.

1. South Africa

In spite of its sad legacy of apartheid, today, 
South Africa is one of the best places for TEFL 
courses. It’s home to some of the most diverse 
and modern cities in Africa, like Johannesburg, 
Durban, and Cape Town. Sign up for TEFL courses 
at local universities and language schools in the 
cities. During your free time, check out Robben 
island and Table Mountain, go a real African 
safari, or catch some of South Africa’s most 
gnarly waves!

2. United States

Stay close to home (language wise) while 
earning a TEFL certificate in the United States. 
TEFL courses in the States are not only highly 
reputable but also offer you the chance to teach a 
diverse group of students, whether they’re Cuban 
immigrants, Russian students, or Indian tech 
staff. Popular places to enroll for TEFL courses 
include San Francisco, Chicago, and New York, 
big cities with lots of cultural diversity. Do 
courses in-person, online, or both in one of the 
best places for TEFL certification!

3. The Philippines

The Philippines is one of Southeast Asia’s top 
TEFL training destinations. With two national 
languages, English and Filipino/Tagalog, living 
there during the course of your program will be 
a cinch. Not only that, the Philippines is one of 
the world’s most affordable destinations for TEFL 
hopefuls, leaving you with plenty money left over 
for weekend warrior adventures! Study in Cebu, 
Boracay, and Manila, three of the most popular 
places for TEFL courses. 

4. Thailand

If you ask, “What countries need English 
teachers?” Thailand’s bound to come up! Get your 
foot in the door by networking during your TEFL 
program so you can teach in the country 
afterward! Thailand remains a perennial favorite 
with wannabe English teachers because it’s so 
darn cheap and beautiful! The fact that so many 
expats have settled in Thailand also makes it a 
very attractive country for those seeking an 
international community. Top TEFL training 
destinations in Thailand include Bangkok, 
Chiang Mai, and Phuket. 

5. India

Although English is one of the official languages 
in India, you’d be surprised to know that many 
locals can’t speak it well. 

That makes it the perfect place to get TEFL 
certified and practice teaching the language to 
Indian kids and adults. Head to TEFL 
certification schools in New Delhi, Mumbai, and 
Bangalore. When you’re not in TEFL class, take 
the time to explore this mystical subcontinent 
rife with awesome food, ancient temples, and 
modern cities.

6. Canada

Looking for adventure in a vast country that also 
speaks English and French? Look no further than 
Canada to the north, a hot spot for reputable TEFL 
courses and excellent instructors. Cities that 
offer TEFL programs include Vancouver, 
Montreal, Toronto, Quebec City, and Ottawa. 
Because Canada attracts migrants from all over 
the world, it’s also the perfect place to get some 
TEFL teaching practice!

7. Japan

Japan is not just a paradise for cosplayers and 
anime fanbois and fangirls. This island nation is 
also one of Asia’s top TEFL course destinations 
and one of the countries that need English 
teachers year round. Why not lily pad from a 
TEFL course to a well-paying English teaching 
job while you’re there? As a first world Asian 
country, Japan provides the comforts of a 
modern society with a distinctly exotic culture. 
Find TEFL courses in Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, 
and Kobe. 

GET THE FULL LIST HERE!

https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/south-africa/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/united-states/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/philippines/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/thailand/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/india/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/canada/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/tefl-courses/search/japan/tefl-abroad-1?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/best-places-get-tefl-certified-worldwide-2018?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 
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How to Choose a TEFL Course 
That’s Right for You
By Raquel Thoesen

Let’s get right into GoAbroad’s comprehensive 
guide to finding accredited TEFL certification 
programs.

1. Choose your class location

Having just one option of how to take your TEFL 
course would be too easy, so instead you can 
choose to learn anywhere from South Africa to 
China to your own comfy bed. With all this 
flexibility, people from all backgrounds and 
employment situations can find a way to take 
recommended TEFL courses.

Online. Hanging on to that full-time job to save 
up for a wild teaching job abroad? When thinking 
about what TEFL course is best for busy 
professionals, an online option is a beautiful 
thing. This route is typically the most affordable, 
flexible, and many times you can even work at 
your own pace. The best online TEFL courses will 
offer live tutors for real time feedback and have 
a teaching practice component. Taking modules 
and quizzes online can get repetitive and bland, 
so be sure you’re informed on the pros and cons 
before choosing a TEFL course online.

In-Person. In-person courses can take place 
entirely in a traditional classroom format, or be a 
combination of online theory and real life 
application. Because of the in-person component, 
courses may be intensive and scheduled to fit 
into specific time periods with little wiggle room. 
However, if your goal is to teach ESL in front of a 
classroom (not online), you may want to consider 
gaining those skills in the same way! In-person 
courses can range from an intensive one month 
program to one conducted over multiple weeks. It 
ultimately depends on the type of experience you 
are looking for.

In-Country. If you’re fully ready to take the plunge 
straight into your teaching destination, then 
register for accredited TEFL certification 
programs on-site! In-country courses are the 
ultimate bundle, offering courses in theory, 
cultural immersion, and teaching practice in the 
same cultural settings you’ll later be working in. 
Additionally, these country specific programs 
have ties to local language schools and tutoring 
companies to help you land a job the second you 
receive that TEFL certification.

2. Decide on a time commitment

The free time you have available to dedicate to a 
TEFL course goes straight back to what kind of 
class format fits your lifestyle. Another time 
factor to consider is how long you plan on 
teaching English abroad. Are you planning on 
spending a summer in Nepal? Do you want a 
career change and a two-year teaching contract? 
For shorter term programs, a TEFL certification 
may not even be a requirement to teach.

Warning! Don’t just opt for the course with the 
least amount of hours! Before jumping for the 
cheapest TEFL course you find, pay good 
attention to how many hours you’ll spend 
learning. Even if you have a jam-packed 
scheduled, it’s better to draw out your TEFL 
course over a longer period of time, than to 
choose a course with under 120 recommended 
hours.

3. Review the requirements

Different accredited TEFL certification programs 
require different base qualifications for 
applicants. For the most part, being over 18 
years of age with a high school diploma is a 
given. A college degree isn’t always needed, but 
it will definitely boost your employability in the 
job market when competing with college 
graduates from all over the 
English-speaking world.

It may come as a surprise to some, but you don’t 
actually need to be a native English speaker to 
qualify! Having high proficiency in English is 
usually enough to get your foot in the door. After 
all, the purpose of a TEFL is to equip candidates 
with teaching methods and pedagogy, not to 
increase language fluency.

4. Consider your teaching goals

What are your motivations for teaching English 
as a foreign language? Although teaching is an 
easy way to live abroad for a significant amount 
of time, you shouldn’t just consider teaching for 
that reason! Keep in mind that your role as an 
educator effects dozens of students and 
impacts their future education, as well. If your 
heart isn’t in it and you’d rather spend time 
traveling around, there are countless other ways 
to spend time abroad like through volunteering or 
adventure travel.

In which country do you want to teach? Your 
dream teaching destination is an important 
factor when choosing a TEFL course. Some 
programs have a stronger presence in certain 
countries, and as a result can guarantee better 
employment help or insights. Teaching culture 
can also influence your role in the classroom 
and your relationship with students. The kinds 
of learning institutions open to foreign teachers 
will vary by country.
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Extra food for thought before choosing 
a TEFL course

1. Should you actually get a TESOL or TEFL?

So what’s the difference between TEFL, TESL, and 
TESOL? The English teaching world has a lot of 
similar easily confusable acronyms, but there are 
a few distinct characteristics that set all these 
certifications apart. Here’s the basic low-down of 
what defines each one:

• TEFL: Teaching English as a Foreign           
Language. If you’re interested in teaching 
English abroad in a non-English speaking 
country, you’ve probably heard the name TEFL 
thrown around a lot more than the other two 
certifications. Employers abroad will more 
often than not require TEFL as proof that you 
know how to teach English in a non-English 
speaking context.

• TESL: Teaching English as a Second           
Language. The TESL route is for aspiring     
English teachers in an English-speaking 
country. Instead of traveling elsewhere to 
spread the joys of English, you can do so in 
your own backyard.

• TESOL: Teaching English to Speakers of    
Other Languages. Finally, the TESOL is a more 
recently created middle point between TEFL 
and TESL, covering a the whole ESL spectrum. 
Although not as respected as the TEFL is 
abroad, a TESOL certification is a good start if 
you’re still not completely sure about where 
you want to teach.

For those looking to specifically teach English 
and not at home, the decision of which 
certification to get is simple! Accredited TEFL 
certification programs are your best bet, due to 
their long history and well-received reputation by 
employers around the world. A focused 
curriculum in teaching where English isn’t the 
native language will also help you adjust 
teaching methods to your students and 
surroundings.

2. Which TEFL course gives the best bang for 
your buck?

Reading TEFL course reviews by actual students, 
who have completed course curriculums and 
received certifications, can give immense insight 
into the effectiveness of the program. Was there 
any live feedback on the online course? How pro-
active is the program in job search help?

Price doesn’t always guarantee quality, so an af-
fordable program from a small TEFL certification 
provider may actually be more beneficial than a 
pricey name brand. If you’re a hands-on learner, 
rather than a visual learner, you could get more 
out of an in-person course than online. As stated 
before, a general rule is to seek out programs that 
offer AT LEAST 120 hours of material to ensure 
your certificate will be respected and accepted by 
potential employers. 

3. How can you compare accredited TEFL 
certification programs?

Now that you know how to choose the right TEFL 
course for yourself, you’re ready to go out into the 
Internet and explore! As a pro, you’ll know exactly 
what to look for in your perfect TEFL match. How 
can you go about doing that? Let’s look at a few 
stellar ways to get started.

• Seek customized program advice and help 
from our Online Advisor.

• Get side by side comparisons of                     
recommended TEFL courses and read real 
TEFL course reviews with MyGoAbroad.

• Visit program websites after comparing 
through GoAbroad to get even more compre-
hensive information.

• Chat with a company rep.
• Trust your gut & go!

3 recommended TEFL courses to 
get you started

International TEFL Academy
This program provider offers a TEFL/TESOL 170 
hour combination online/in-class course that’s 
part time, running for a little over 11 weeks. This 
course is directed by a university professor and 
offers 150 hours of online training and 20 hours 
of in-person ESL classroom observation in your 
hometown!

• TEFL course types: In-country, in-person, 
online

• Job assistance: Worldwide

PremierTEFL
Premier TEFL offers fully accredited, easy-to-un-
derstand, and affordable courses online. You’ll be 
certified and ready to teach abroad in just three 
months! Plus, their staff is attentive and helpful 
in guiding you through the course.

• TEFL course types: In-person, online,         
combination, internships, in-country

• Job assistance: Brazil, Thailand, Argentina, 
Chile, Spain, China, Vietnam, Cambodia, South 
Korea, India, Taiwan, Romania, Colombia

i-to-i TEFL
I-to-i TEFL has been around for over two decades 
and has trained over 150,000 ESL teachers in that 
time. It has been one of the best TEFL certifica-
tion course providers for many years running, 
and continues its trend of excellence with posi-
tive reviews across the board. Upon graduation, 
you can benefit from exclusive access to their 
jobs board featuring hundreds of listings for TEFL 
abroad employment.

• TEFL course types: Online, combination,      
internships

• Job assistance: Brazil, Thailand, Argentina, 
Chile, Spain, China, Vietnam, Cambodia, South 
Korea, India, Taiwan, Romania, Colombia

https://www.goabroad.com/onlineadvisor?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/mygoabroad?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.internationalteflacademy.com/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://premiertefl.com/download/world-of-tefl/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.i-to-i.com/?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
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TEFL 
Certification 
Online vs. IRL 
Which is Right 
For You?
By Mary Ellen Dingley

Do you love explaining new concepts to oth-
ers? Do you feel at home in a classroom? Does 
the English language fill you with joy rather than 
frustration? Then teaching English abroad could 
be an amazing option for you! Whether you are 
an experienced teacher wanting to travel or if a 
novice wanting to see if the ESL life is for you, the 
first step you have to take before job hunting for 
that dream position is to make sure you are 
qualified. That means getting TEFL certified!

There are many options: You can gain a TEFL 
certification online or via in-person TEFL 
certification classes. Which one is right for you?

First, let’s weigh the pros and cons

Perks of getting your TEFL 
certification online

Online gives you a lot of flexibility! Get your TEFL 
certification online while traveling, 
working abroad, sitting on the train, lounging on 
the beach….wishful thinking? Maybe not! Online 
is perfect if you live in a small town without a 
class nearby, or don’t want a long commute to 
class. Online can be a lot cheaper since the 
program doesn’t have to rent out physical space.

It’s also great if you have a tight schedule; many 
online classes can be on your own time. And of 
course, those other important perks, like being 
able to “attend” class while in your pajamas, 
eating cereal and jamming to Spice Girls. 
Just me and my learning style? Cool. 

Perks for taking TEFL certification 
classes in-person

TEFL certification classes in-person can allow for 
an awesome group bond with your fellow 
students. Nothing like role playing classroom 
chaos to bring you together! It allows you to 
network with future colleagues, and gives you a 
taste of what the real teaching life could be like. 
Unless you teach an online ESL class, you 
probably will need to get used to working a room 
and controlling the crowd.

Downsides of getting a TEFL 
certification online

It can be a bit lonely in those pajamas working on 
your TEFL certification online. Sure, you got your 
cereal, but what about classmates? What about 
someone to ask when you missed an important 
tidbit of information? It can also be hard to stay 
motivated without the camaraderie of classmates 
and the motivation of an IRL instructor. That 
frown of disappointment is way stronger on an 
actual face than an emoticon, and so is the proud 
smile!

It’s important as well to do a practicum in your 
TEFL class, practicing teaching your classmates 
and then teaching actual ESL students. That can 
be done online, but it could be more difficult!

The biggest downside is that not all ESL jobs will 
rank online certificates as highly as they will 
in-person ones. They want to be sure you have 
that practicum, hands on experience, so the 
best jobs could go to the candidate with the 
in-person certificate. 

Downsides of taking TEFL certification 
classes in-person

Taking TEFL certification classes in-person can 
be way harder to fit into a schedule — it means 
getting there and showing up wearing decent 
clothing and maybe showered.

It means you have to carve out a lot more time 
and it’s far more inflexible, you will have to make 
small talk with your teacher and classmates, and 
you might feel restricted to be present for every 
single class.

It’s also likely to cost more, in terms of the 
actual tuition and in terms of cost of 
transportation and/or boarding. 

Bonus: Consider combo TEFL 
certification online AND in-person 
TEFL classes

But what about a combination of models for 
your TEFL certification classes? The best of both 
worlds! And the worst. But mostly the best! Have 
some flexibility, and some camaraderie. Wear 
your pajamas some day, wear clothes the other. 
Meet your classmates but then also go home and 
sit with your cat (Or dog. Or plant. Or whatever).

This could be ideal for someone who is busy, 
so is attracted to TEFL certification online, but 
also really wants that hands on classroom ex-
perience. This way you can have the peace and 
quiet of home to soak up lessons on grammar, 
and the energy of the classroom to test out your 
lesson plans. It can also suit both the introvert 
and extrovert learners, and challenge both to step 
outside their comfort zone! 

KEEP READING FOR MORE FAQs
+

RECOMMENDED PROGRAMS

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-online-vs-classes?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL  
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-online-vs-classes?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL  
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-online-vs-classes?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL  
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How to Foot the Bill of Your 
TEFL Certification Cost
By Lauren Kubik

If you are feeling the urge to teach English 
abroad you need to get a TEFL certificate. 
Although not all countries require a TEFL 
certificate to teach English, it is highly 
recommended and will give you an upper hand 
when seeking out the ESL job market. The TEFL 
course cost should not be your one and only 
deciding factor that causes you to say yes or no to 
teaching overseas. Even though the TEFL 
certification cost is not cheap, don’t let that put 
you off. As for any professional course, you will 
need to invest a bit of money. Good news! The 
money you spend towards a TEFL certificate will 
quickly pay for itself once you get a teaching job 
abroad. Getting a TEFL certificate can be a ticket 
to job security around the world! 

Your anticipated TEFL course cost

TEFL courses have a range of costs, but you can 
typically predict spending anywhere between 
$1,600-$2,000. Both a TEFL course online or in 
person will cover about 100-120 hours of training, 
part of which is teacher practice training. This 
is done in no less than four weeks and can be 
extended over a few months depending on your 
schedule. The course should be covered by 
professional instructors and accredited!

So, what’s generally included in a TEFL course? 
Materials for the course, expert trainers, a 
community of go-getters like yourself, and help 
with job placements after the course is finished. 
On top of that, you will gain a network of other 
TEFL students from around the world who have 
the same goals, to teach abroad!

Be leery of “too good to be true”

Be cautious if the courses seem too cheap. You 
may be so lucky as to find a TEFL course 
Groupon, but make sure to check that it is 
accredited. We’d hate for our teaching abroad 
journey to start with a silly scam! A TEFL course 
online can be as little as $200, but having the 
classroom experience will give you an advantage 
in many other ways. If you’re just looking for a 
by-line on your resume or checking off a 
qualification, this could be an o-kay route. But in 
general, we recommend taking the course 
seriously and paying a little more to make sure 
your training is legit.

Again, read the fine print, consult reviews, and 
talk to advisors and past participants if at all 
possible. And most importantly—trust your gut. If 
you smell a rat, that’s probably because they’re
a rat!

Factor in other expenses

You also have to take into account the expenses 
incurred whether you will be living at home or 
going abroad. If you take a TEFL course overseas, 
you could actually end up saving money 
depending on where you go. An at home course 
could cost even more than $2,000 once you factor 
in commutes, rent, and loss of earnings from not 
working. If you plan to go abroad, you could pay 
less than that and even find programs that tack 
on perks, like language classes, meals, and even 
accommodation. If you choose to take the course 
in the country you hope to teach in, that will 
make your transition much smoother!

Get the most return on your 
investment

Say you spend upwards of $2,000 on a four week 
course. After just a month, you come out on the 
other end with a certificate that can easily get 
you a job. Now it’s time for the job hunt. 

Check out these TEFL programs that can almost 
guarantee you a job as an English teacher abroad 
post course. Furthermore, there are some 
countries that pay up to $5,000 a month as an ESL 
teacher. Hello United Arab Emirates! Although it’s 
a more competitive country to teach in than 
others, you can make all of your money back 
within just weeks and have loads of other 
benefits on top of your salary.

Now, it’s not all about money, but it is nice to 
breathe a sigh of relief knowing that having a 
TEFL certificate will not cause you to go broke for 
long. Check out the top ten highest paid teaching 
abroad jobs. If none of those countries are in your 
“I need to go there” list, don’t worry. Even smaller 
salary jobs still have perks of living in a country 
where the cost of living is low. Your TEFL 
certificate will be worth it overall. Bonus, you 
can go all over the world learning new cultures, 
teaching new people, and growing professionally 
as an ESL teacher abroad. 

How to pay for your TEFL course

1. Save money 

Start a TEFL course cost piggy bank and throw 
any extra money into this. Dig between the 
couches or fish out coins in the bottom of a 
fountain. Make goals to save each day, week, or 
month. Savings is crucial to help you cover the 
costs of getting TEFL certified. It takes a lot of 
hard work and discipline, but the payoff is pretty 
damn spectacular.

If your TEFL certification cost is about $2,000 
and you want to have that cash in a year, you will 
need to save $38.46 a week. That is just $5.50 per 
day! 

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/5-tefl-programs-that-basically-guarantee-job-placement?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/5-tefl-programs-that-basically-guarantee-job-placement?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/5-tefl-programs-that-basically-guarantee-job-placement?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/5-tefl-programs-that-basically-guarantee-job-placement?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL


GOABROAD.COM |17 GOABROAD.COM |18

2. Kick habits! 

Along with savings goals, skip the coffee. Do 
you really need a “venti double whip extra foam 
overly caffeinated heart attack waiting to happen 
mocha?” No. Because the price of that 
ridiculous coffee that no barista ever wants to 
make is actually the amount that you will save 
to put into your TEFL course cost piggy bank. 
The price of your coffee could be going into your 
account to get you a TEFL certificate! This is a 
much better choice for your health, career, and 
life as a teacher abroad.

Whatever your guilty pleasure may be, think 
about balancing your priorities and weigh the 
importance of getting a TEFL certificate to teach 
abroad. It might not be easy to kick habits that 
you take for granted. But the small amounts of 
money that you can save on a daily basis will add 
up in the long-run. 

3. Get a job. Or second job. Or third job….

Nothing in life is free. And that is why you need 
to work. Maybe you need to pour coffee, scrub 
toilets, babysit, or walk dogs. Whatever it may 
be, it will grow your TEFL fund before you know 
it. Say you get a job—or additional job—at $10 an 
hour for 10 hours a week. That is an extra $400 
per month. You could save $2,000 in just four to 
five months! If you don’t think you have time for 
that, count how many hours you spend each day 
scrolling through Instagram. Getting a part time 
job is not necessarily about having enough time, 
it’s about balancing the time that you have. 

4. Live below your means

Get rid of unnecessary expenses. Take inventory 
on what you own and decide if you really need it. 
Do you use that gym membership? Do you watch 
all 500 of those channels on cable? Can you have 
a garage sale and get rid of clothing or odds and 
ends? Can you downgrade your phone plan? Eat 
out a little less? If you do eat out, order water and 
skip the appetizers. Minimize your lifestyle and 
see if you can live on a little less while you save 
for your TEFL certification cost.

5. Test out your entrepreneurial skills

You may not be able to sell your cute clay 
pottery you made for your mom when you were 
five, but are you artsy at all in other ways, such as 
knitting, photography, or painting? Hello Etsy. If 
you’re not so crafty, consider having a bake sale, 
playing music at a bar (or the streets! 
#buskerlife), or hosting a fun run.

You never know about your inner entrepreneur 
until you try. Be creative!

6. Apply for TEFL scholarships

What better way to cut your TEFL qualification 
cost than accessing free money? Apply for a 
scholarship to get TEFL certified! It’s never a good 
idea to pass up free money if you can make it 
happen. Check out the Premier TEFL scholarship 
that can save you loads. Not only would you be 
saving money, but you would have the 
opportunity to take the course in central Europe 
where you can spend time learning about new 
cultures as well.

Pro tip: Consider applying for scholarships to 
volunteer abroad and starting out as a volunteer 
ESL teacher to lessen your immediate startup 
costs to living abroad. Then, while you’re out 
there, switch gears to a TEFL certification 
program and find an ESL teaching job. 
Easy-peasy!

KEEP READING FOR MORE TIPS ON 
COVERING YOUR TEFL COSTS

Advice from an Alum: 
10 Tips for Getting Your 
TEFL Certification abroad
By Erin Oppenheim

In January, I completed a TEFL certification 
abroad in Prague, Czech Republic with TEFL 
Worldwide Prague. It was the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done. It was also the most fun and the most 
rewarding experience I have ever had. I learned a 
lot about myself and A LOT about TEFL training 
abroad. Let’s just say, any preconceptions I had 
about what a TEFL certificate course is actually 
like were very quickly shattered (in the best way). 

While I had a great time and learned a lot, and 
now can tell you the difference between the first, 
second, and third conditionals (don’t even get me 
started on zero conditional), I feel like I could've 
had an even better, more productive, and more 
satisfying experience if I had a clearer picture of 
what my day-to-day life would actually look like. 
Which brings us here. This article.

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-cost?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-cost?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL 


GOABROAD.COM |19 GOABROAD.COM |20

These are a few things I wish I’d known before 
embarking on this adventure. Do as I say, not as I 
do/did, friends. Hopefully these tips will help you 
rock the heck out of your TEFL courses abroad! 

Why get your TEFL certification 
abroad rather than at home?

Aside from the obvious reason *ahem* BEING 
ABROAD... there is one key advantage to going 
overseas to get TEFL certified. And no, it’s not 
“getting to travel on the weekends,” let’s just get 
that out of the way now. Drumroll please…

The best reason to study TEFL abroad is...

It puts you in the best position to get a teaching 
job right out of the gate. You’re already 
in-country, you know how to get around, 
you’ve established your new normal, and it’s 
easy to put feelers out for a teaching job and meet 
for that quick cup of coffee or last minute 
in-person interview. 

When it comes to teaching jobs abroad, things 
move pretty quickly! There’s quite a bit of 
turnover and so a lot of schools have last minute 
openings and need to fill those positions fast. It’s 
not unusual to apply for a job, get a call five 
minutes later to schedule an interview for the 
next day (or even just have a phone interview), 
and then have an offer to start teaching Monday.

The inside scoop on getting your TEFL 
certification abroad: 10 tips

1. You’ll be balancing culture shock amidst a 
pretty big workload. Srry. 

Depending on the length of your program (most 
are one month, 120 hour TEFL courses abroad), 
there won’t be a ton of time to adjust to your new 
city and time zone. When you’re not in class as 
a TEFL student, you’ll be in class teaching, and 
when you’re not at school, you’re at home lesson 
planning and working on assignments. 

So, in the midst of juggling culture shock and 
classwork, there’s not a whole lot of time in there 
to you know—take a much-needed nap, explore to 
your heart’s content, feel super connected to your 
host country and city, etc. etc. 

It will be overwhelming, especially because it 
goes by so fast. Breathe. Take a little extra time 
for self-care when you can. Drink plenty of water. 
Get enough sleep. Don’t freak out at the grocery 
store, even though we all know that interacting 
with cashiers is scary enough without a language 
barrier. Know that you’re doing something 
amazing. The discomfort of culture shock will 
pass, you’ll get the hang of your schedule and 
workload, and soon you’ll be so dialed in, you 
barely remember a time before your TEFL 
programs abroad!

2. All those weekend trips you planned? 
You’re going to have to reschedule them. 

I don’t mean to burst your bubble, but anyone 
selling that you have time to travel during TEFL 
programs abroad has led you astray. You will be 
in class from at least 9:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday 
thru Friday and when you’re not in class, you’re 
preparing for class. If you want to be a successful 
TEFL teacher, you’ve got to learn to make 
sacrifices. TEFL training abroad is an excellent 
lesson in self-discipline and self-motivation. You 
will be a better teacher—and probably person—for 
it, trust me. And, you won’t run yourself ragged 
trying to “do it all” in four weeks! 

If you make the time before or after your course, 
you will absolutely have time to explore! 
However, if you’re planning more than a day 
trip on a weekend and think you can make your 
way down your wanderlust wish-list of nearby 
countries, start canceling your hostel 
bookings now.

3. Get ahead as much as you can week one.

Week one is the light week. You’re being eased 
into the course and just starting off teaching 
English lessons. It’s out of the frying pan and into 
the inferno, but that first week is less inferno and 
more like a medium-boil. Take advantage of this! 

Just like at university, part of your first day is 
more of an orientation/syllabus day. You’re going 
over the ins and outs of your schedule, 
assignments, observations, quizzes and exams, 
all that juicy stuff. You’ll know what’s due and 
when, and likely have access to the assignment 
instructions/grading rubrics that first day. I’m 
not saying you have to do all your coursework 
that first week, but things start to pick up really 
quickly while you get your TEFL certification 
abroad, so the more work you do up front means 
less stress later on in the course (when bigger 
and bigger projects are due). 

Plus, the earlier you start on things, the more 
time you have to check in with your instructors 
and get their feedback. That way, you’re turning 
in your best work and taking full advantage of 
their experience/knowledge of teaching English 
as a second language. 

4. You’ll have a really diverse group of 
classmates. Take the time to get to 
know them! 

People decide to study TEFL abroad for a variety 
of reasons. You’ll meet recent graduates looking 
to travel a little and explore different options 
before deciding to settle in their career, 
mid-career professionals looking for a change of 
scenery and pace, and people from all over the 
world looking for a new adventure. Get to know 
them! Grab a drink after class. Make a plan to eat 
lunch together. 

It is really easy to get stuck in your own bubble 
and routine: Wake up, go to class, eat lunch while 
frantically lesson planning, teach, go home, 
lesson plan some more, sleep, and repeat. But, 
you should make time to hang out with your 
fellow TEFL-ers. 

5. Copy your instructors until you find your 
own teaching style.

I truly believe this is the secret to any TEFL certi-
fication course, not just TEFL training abroad. Im-
itate your instructors. Copy their sample lesson 
plans and make them fit your specific materials. 
Will it feel really weird and unnatural? Probably, 
at first. Is it going to be how you teach forever? 
Definitely not. But, for now, you’re here to make 
the grade and learn a new skill. Work smarter, not 
harder, and eventually you’ll be able to add your 
own rhythm and style to all of your lesson plans. 
This just serves as the base.

Remember: Your instructors have waaaaaaay 
more experience than you. They know what’s 
up—especially when it comes to teaching ESL 
students in your host country. To be a successful 
teacher, you’ve gotta learn the basics first and 
then you can add your own spin in your own 
classroom. 

Not only will this help you lesson plan more 
effectively, but you’ll teach more effectively, too! 
Rather than stress sweat through your special 
teaching sweater, you can rest easier knowing 
that all you have to do is follow their model. 
You’re not reinventing the wheel here! 

GET ALL ERIN’S BEST TIPS HERE!

https://www.goabroad.com/articles/tefl-courses/tefl-certification-abroad?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ebook&utm_content=TEFL  


Email erin.oppenheim@goabroad.com

This Guide will continue to expand as more and more resources are shared
and developed, be sure to check back frequently to get the most up to date version.

We want to hear from you! Contact us to share your experience.

Have suggestions or resources to add to our 
Comprehensive Guide?

interested in sharing your story?

Want to Share our Guide with your Students?
Feel free to add it to your own website or resources: 

http://bit.ly/TEFLCertifiedGuide

keep exploring
For more travel resources, 
check out: 

GoAbroad Articles

For more resources like this, 
take a look at the

GoAbroad Ebook Library

Save and compare 
your fave TEFL 
programs!
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